
What are the mandatory requirements for
energy storage fire protection systems 

What are the fire and building codes for energy storage systems?

However, many designers and installers, especially those new to energy storage systems, are unfamiliar with

the fire and building codes pertaining to battery installations. Another code-making body is the National Fire

Protection Association (NFPA). Some states adopt the NFPA 1 Fire Code rather than the IFC.

 

What are the NFPA requirements for emergency and standby power systems?

International Building Code (IBC): Following IBC 2024 Chapter 27 Section 2702.1.3,emergency or standby

power systems must be installed following the guidelines outlined in the International Fire Code IFC),NFPA

70: National Electrical Code (NEC) and NFPA 111: Standard on Stored Electrical Energy Emergency and

Standby Power Systems.

 

Why are building and fire codes important?

Before diving into the specifics of energy storage system (ESS) fire codes, it is crucial to understand why

building and fire codes are so relevant to the success of our industry. The solar industry is experiencing a

steady and significant increase in interest in energy storage systems and their deployment.

 

What is the NFPA 855 standard for stationary energy storage systems?

Setting up minimum separation from walls,openings,and other structural elements. The National Fire

Protection Association NFPA 855 Standard for the Installation of Stationary Energy Storage Systems 

provides the minimum requirements for mitigating hazards associated with ESS of diferent battery types.

 

What is battery energy storage fire prevention & mitigation?

In 2019, EPRI began the Battery Energy Storage Fire Prevention and Mitigation - Phase I research project,

convened a group of experts, and conducted a series of energy storage site surveys and industry workshops to

identify critical research and development (R&D) needs regarding battery safety.

 

What are fire codes & standards?

Fire codes and standards inform energy storage system design and installationand serve as a backstop to

protect homes,families,commercial facilities,and personnel,including our solar-plus-storage businesses. It is

crucial to understand which codes and standards apply to any given project,as well as why they were put in

place to begin with.

Exceeding the mandatory requirements . Meeting and exceeding fire safety standards involves rigorous

testing, sometimes including intentionally igniting a fire within an energy storage system. Performing these

tests reveals important information to the manufacturer, first responders, and asset owner about how the

system will react in the highly ...
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The NFPA 25 Standard for the Inspection, Testing, and Maintenance of Water-Based Fire Protection Systems

is considered the baseline for exactly as its title states--a guideline for inspecting, testing, and keeping up with

maintenance for water-based fire suppression systems, technology that almost every facility has installed. By

following this code, fire incidents have ...

NFPA 855--the second edition (2023) of the Standard for the Installation of Stationary Energy Storage

Systems--provides mandatory requirements for, and explanations of, the safety ...

Stationary lithium-ion battery energy storage systems - a manageable fire risk Lithium-ion storage facilities

contain high-energy batteries containing highly flammable electrolytes. In addition, they are prone to quick

ignition and violent explosions in a worst-case scenario. Such fires can have significant financial impact on

organizations and create a deadly hazard for those on site. ...

Pursuant to Section 5 of the NFPA Regulations Governing the Development of NFPA Standards, the National

Fire Protection Association has issued the following Tentative Interim Amendment to NFPA 855, Standard for

the Installation of Stationary Energy Storage Systems, 2023 edition. The TIA was processed by the Technical

Committee on Energy Storage ...

Currently, the energy storage system needs to be protected by the NFPA 13 sprinkler system as required. The

minimum density of the system is 0.3 gpm/ft2 (fluid speed 0.3 gallons per minute square foot) or more than

room area ...

NFPA 855--the second edition (2023) of the Standard for the Installation of Stationary Energy Storage

Systems--provides mandatory requirements for, and explanations of, the safety strategies and features of

energy storage systems (ESS).

NFPA 855--the second edition (2023) of the Standard for the Installation of Stationary Energy Storage

Systems--provides mandatory requirements for, and explanations of, the safety strategies and features of

energy storage systems (ESS). Applying to all energy storage technologies, the standard includes chapters for

specific technology classes.

and safety requirements for battery energy storage systems. This standard places restrictions on where a

battery energy storage system (BESS) can be located and places restrictions on other equipment located in

close proximity to the BESS. As the BESS is considered to be a source of ignition, the requirements within

this standard

Guidance documents and standards related to Li-ion battery installations in land applications. NFPA 855: Key

design parameters and requirements for the protection of ESS with Li-ion ...

Guidance documents and standards related to Li-ion battery installations in land applications. NFPA 855: Key
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design parameters and requirements for the protection of ESS with Li-ion batteries. FM Global DS 5-32 and

5-33: Key design parameters for the protection of ESS and data centers with Li-ion batteries.

User notes: About this chapter: Chapter 9 prescribes the minimum requirements for active fire protection

equipment systems to perform the functions of detecting a fire, alerting the occupants or fire department of a

fire emergency, mass notification, gas detection, controlling smoke and controlling or extinguishing the fire.

Generally, the requirements are based on the occupancy, ...

Currently, the energy storage system needs to be protected by the NFPA 13 sprinkler system as required. The

minimum density of the system is 0.3 gpm/ft2 (fluid speed 0.3 gallons per minute square foot) or more than

room ...

This roadmap provides necessary information to support owners, opera-tors, and developers of energy storage

in proactively designing, building, operating, and maintaining these systems to ...

Energy storage facilities use the most advanced, certified battery technologies. Batteries undergo strict testing

and evaluations and the energy storage system and its components comply with ...

As home energy storage systems become more common, learn how they are protected ...
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